
You are Invited to the Fourth Annual

 Author Event  
for NYC Educators

Friday, June 29, 2012 from noon–3:00pm
(A Free Lunch will be served starting at 12 noon.  

The event will start promptly at 12:30 PM.)

random House, inc.  
1745 Broadway, N.Y., N.Y.  

(between W. 55th and W. 56th Streets)

come hear these authors speak and  
get a Free copy of each of their books.

           Free event. space is limited.

My Orange Duffel Bag
A Journey to Radical Change

Winner of the National Indie  
Excellence Book Award
Benjamin Franklin Book  
Award Silver Medalist

In this graphic mini-memoir combined 
with transformational self-help, Sam 

Bracken shares his harrowing personal 
journey from an abusive childhood 
to the successful life he leads today. 
He also shows students how they can 
turn their lives around by sharing his rules for the road: everything 
he learned about radically changing his life and how anyone can 
create positive, lasting change.

SaM BraCKen serves as the national spokesperson 
for the My Orange Duffel Bag Foundation and is general 
manager of Franklin Covey Media Publishing. Sam graduated 
Georgia Tech with honors and received his MBA from 
Brigham Young University’s Marriott School of Management. 

www.MyOrangeDuffelBag.com

Crown Archetype • HC • 978-0-307-98488-3 • 208pp. • $23.00
Also Available as an Audiobook Download and eBook

Also Available:

My rOaDMap: A Personal Guide to Balance, Power,  
and Purpose by the Authors of My Orange Duffel Bag

Crown Archetype • TR • 978-0-307-95586-9 • 128pp. • $9.99

 SaM BraCKen

see more authors on reverse. . .

The BuDDha in The aTTiC
 Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction

National Book Award Finalist
Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist

A New York Times Notable Book

A tour de force of economy and 
precision, Julie Otsuka’s long awaited 

follow-up to When the Emperor Was Divine 
tells the story of a group of young women 
brought over from Japan to San Francisco 
as “picture brides” nearly a century ago. 

“Exquisitely written. . . . An understated  
masterpiece. . . . Destined to endure.”  

—San FranciSco chronicle

“Wrought in exquisite poetry, each sentence spare  
in words, precise in meaning and eloquently  

evocative. . . . A rare, unique treat.”  
—WaShington independent revieW oF BookS

Julie OTSuKa is a graduate of Yale University and 
received her MFA from Columbia University. Her previous 
novel, When the Emperor Was Divine, was a recipient of  
the Asian American Literary Award and the American  
Library Association Alex Award. She was born and  
raised in California.  

www.JulieOtsuka.com 

Anchor • TR • 978-0-307-74442-5 • 144pp. • $13.95
Also Available in Audio CD, Audio Download, and eBook

 Julie OTSuKa

For information about author school visits, contact rhspeakers@randomhouse.com 

  To rsVP, email 

academic resources

FEATURING:

A SPECIAL PRESENTATION  
on the 

COMMON CORE 
STANDARDS

by

teacherevent@randomhouse.com



QuieT 
The Power of Introverts in a World 

That Can’t Stop Talking

A New York Times Bestseller

Passionately argued and impressively 
researched, Quiet shows how dramati-

cally society undervalues introverts, and 
how much we lose in doing so. Susan Cain 
charts the rise of the “Extrovert Ideal” in 
the twentieth century and explores its far-
reaching effects—in schools, in the work-
place, and in our relationships. She also 
draws on cutting-edge research in psychology and neuro-
science to reveal the surprising advantages of introversion. 

“Gentle is powerful. . . . Solitude is socially production. . . .  
These important counter-intuitive ideas are among the  

many reasons to take Quiet to a quiet corner and absorb  
its brilliant, thought-provoking message.”  

—roSaBeth MoSS kanter, harvard BuSineSS School proFeSSor

SuSan Cain is a writer whose work on introversion and 
shyness has appeared in the New York Times; O, The Oprah 
Magazine; and Time. A former corporate lawyer, she has 
taught negotiation skills at corporations, law firms, and 
universities. Susan graduated with honors from Princeton 
University and Harvard Law School.

www.ThePowerofIntroverts.com

Crown • HC • 978-0-307-35214-9 • 352pp. • $26.00
Also Available as an Audio CD, Audiobook Download and eBook

For Susan Cain’s TED talk go to: http://tinyurl.com/75fgpyt  

 SuSan Cain

MexiCan WhiTeBOy
Winner of the Bulletin Blue Ribbon Book

Winner of the LatinoStories.com Top Ten New  
Latino Authors to Watch (and Read)

At his private school, they didn’t expect 
much from Danny. Danny’s brown. 

Half-Mexican brown. And growing up in 
San Diego that close to the border means 
everyone else knows exactly who he is 
before he even opens his mouth. Before 
they find out he can’t speak Spanish and 
that his mom has blond hair and blue eyes, 
they’ve got him pegged. Danny’s convinced it’s his 
whiteness that sent his father back to Mexico, and 
that’s why he’s spending the summer with his dad’s 
family. Only, to find himself, he might just have to 
face the demons he has refused to acknowledge.

MaTT De la peÑa received his MFA in creative writing 
from San Diego State University and his BA from the 
University of the Pacific, where he attended school on a  
full athletic scholarship for basketball. Matt currently lives  
in Brooklyn, NY, teaches creative writing at NYU, and visits 
high schools and colleges all over the country.

www.MattdelaPena.com

Delacorte • HC • 978-0-385-73310-6 • 256pp. • $15.99
Ember • TR • 978-0-440-23938-3 • 256pp. • $8.99
Discussion Guide Available
Also Available in eBook

 MaTT De la peÑa

When SKaTeBOarDS  
Will Be free: A Memoir

Winner of the Whiting Award (Nonfiction)

With a profound gift for capturing the 
absurd in life, and a deadpan wisdom 

that comes from having survived a bizarre 
childhood in the Socialist Worker’s Party, 
Saïd Sayrafiezadeh poises himself perfectly 
between farce and tragedy. His story is 
one of a struggle to make sense of oneself 
in the world and to find a place within a 
fractured family left behind by history. 

“Skateboards is a brave, honest and elegant book. . . .  
I haven’t read a memoir in quite a while that has so  
skillfully made sense of an American childhood.”  

—Colum mCCann, author of let the great World Spin

SaïD SayrafieZaDeh received a 2010 Whiting 
Writers’ Award for When Skateboards Will Be Free and 
it was selected as one of the ten best books of 2009 by 
Dwight Garner of The New York Times. His writing has 
appeared in Granta, the Paris Review, and Open City.  
He lives in New York.

www.Sayrafiezadeh.com

Dial Press • TR • 978-0-385-34069-4 • 320pp. • $15.00
Also Available as an eBook

 SaïD SayrafieZaDeh 

half a life: A Memoir

Winner of the National Book Critics Circle 
Award (Autobiography)

Selected for summer reading at Joliet 
Township High School (Joliet, IL)

In this powerful, unforgettable memoir, 
acclaimed novelist Darin Strauss recounts 

a tragedy and its aftermath. In the last 
month of his high school career, just after 
turning eighteen, Strauss is behind the 
wheel of his father’s Oldsmobile, driving 
with friends, having “thoughts of mini-golf, 
another thought of maybe just going to the beach.” 
Then out of the blue: a collision that results in the death 
of a bicycling classmate and that shadows the rest of 
his life. In haunting, penetrating prose, Strauss explores 
loss and guilt, maturity and accountability, hope and 
acceptance. 

Darin STrauSS is the bestselling author of three 
previous books. The recipient of a Guggenheim in 
fiction writing and numerous other awards, Strauss has 
seen his work translated into fourteen languages and 
published in more than twenty countries. He is a clinical 
associate professor of writing at New York University 
and lives in Brooklyn.

www.DarinStrauss.com

Random House • TR • 978-0-8129-8253-4 • 224pp. • $13.00
Teacher’s Guide Available
Also Available as an Audiobook Download and eBook

 Darin STrauSS
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